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From the above correspondence it is clear that the Government
has got no objection now to handing over the Keys of the Durbar
Saheb to the Shiromani Committee temporarily, pending the decision
of the civil suit regarding the Golden Temple. Gould not the Govern-
ment have adopted this very attitude from the beginning? While the Keys
remained with the Gurdwara Committee, the Government could at the
same time have pleased itself by carrying on its civil suit in which, of
course, as now the Gurdwara Committee would have taken no part.
Where was the necessity of creating so much heart-burning by taking
away the Keys forcibly and arresting hundreds of Sikhs for protesting
against high-handed action the futility of which the Government now
tacitly admits?
APOLOGIZING
It is reported from Allahabad that "eight accused under the
Criminal Law Amendment Act were released on tendering apology
and regretting the joining of illegal associations and unseemly
and foolish agitations"! Having known what happened only a
few months ago in Mathura, I distrust this message. In Mathura,
sham non-co-operators were arrested and were made to apologize;
and then it was claimed on behalf of the authorities that non-co-
operators had apologized. But whilst I distrust the message, I
would like workers to profit by it. We need not be surprised
if, when large bodies of young men are daily being imprisoned,
some of them weaken and retrace their steps, especially if the
treatment even temporarily is anything like what was given to
Mahadev Desai.1 It is better for us to be satisfied with fewer
imprisonments rather than that we should have weak persons
offering themselves under the impulse of the moment and then
succumbing.
ABOUT LAWYERS
The Jamnalal Bajaj2 fund of one lac of rupees that was given
last year for the support of lawyers who had suspended practice
as a result of the Nagpur resolution3 is nearly, as it was intended
to be, exhausted. The lawyers cannot go back to practice with any
show of decency, and I am sure that many will not countenance
even the idea of a return when the country is showing such a
wonderful example of self-sacrifice. But it would not be proper
1  Vide "Notes", 5-1-1922, under the sub-title "Jail Treatment".
2  1889-1942; merchant, banker, social worker  and philanthropist; devoted
follower of Gandhiji; served as Treasurer of the Congress for many years
3 On non-co-operation adopted at the Nagpur Congress in 1920